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Retirement: It’s a Dog’s Life!

any of you have asked and many more may wonder why Lucky the
Mrecovery dog is no longer residing at The Extension Recovery Center.
Well, after 13 years of protecting the guys and greeting every volunteer that
ever came in the door...Lucky decided to retire. Two of our great friends,
Caleb and Julie Sagesmith have graciously volunteered to offer their help in
her retirement. They have a wonderful cabin with lots of land and a ton of
love to give her. They have new friends for her too! A horse named Mystic,
a ferret named Acorn, and a cat named Thunder that keep lucky entertained.

Lucky is happy and healthy. Of course
we miss her hanging out with us here at the
dorm, after all she was my personal therapist
for years! I know it sounds kind of weird
but dog lovers know exactly what I mean;
she was waiting for me to arrive every
morning at the front door. She immediately
demanded access to my office; I'm still not
quite sure if she missed me or just wanted
the comfy couch in my office. Regardless,
the morning ritual even before getting coffee
was the same every day. Scratch her belly, rub behind her ears and tell her I
loved her. I must admit that I am getting teary eyed writing this article. She
has touched hundreds of lives here in so many ways. She was the first one to
greet any new resident that came into treatment, she was their first friend
when they had none, she was always happy to see you with a wag of the tail
and her head cocked with her famous floppy ear to feel the love when no one
loved them. She was on many occasions the first sober friend they ever had.

I don’t know how God knew that we needed that special dog or that that
special dog needed us but I think we all got “Lucky.”

John (J.J.) Bremner, CAC Il, CCS,

Director of Recovery Services

Giving Thanks!

his time of year is about giving thanks, and we are extremely thankful to

the Marietta Lions Club especially Betty Wallace, Gift of Sight Coordinator
for the support they have given The Extension. Another member of the
Marietta Lions Club we would like to recognize is Jim Novak. He volunteers
to serve dinner at The Extension on a monthly basis. The residents are always
glad to see him because they know they will be fed well.

The Marietta Lions Club has provided our residents with vouchers from
Lens Crafters for eye examinations and glasses at no cost. The clients are truly
grateful to the Marietta Lions Club for the opportunity to receive a new pair
of glasses.

The Marietta Lions Club was organized in July 1942 with 20 members.

ADDICTION RECOVERY Sight conservation is the major focus of the club, with extensive support
SERVICES of the Georgia Lions Lighthouse Foundation and the Georgia Lions Camp
for the Blind.
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The Extension Volunteer Awards

e recently established new
W annual awards, named for
two people who have had

2011 Award Recipients

dents, answering the telephone and
greeting visitors. Rhea is also one of
the most determined and dedicated

a profound and lasting impact on
our organization: the Dr. Karl
Steinichen Award for Volunteer
Service and the Dr. Judith A. Hoyt
Award for Community Leadership.
Their service will be honored each
year in conjunction with recipients
who have served the organization
in the spirit of the awards’ name-
sakes. Please take a moment to learn more about
Dr. Steinichen, Dr. Hoyt and the recipients of this
year’s awards.

Over a decade ago a prominent Gynecologist and
Obstetrician in our community approached us and said,
“I understand you have some men living at your facility,
is there something I can do to help.” An OB/GYN
in a men’s recovery facility—it had to be a God thing!
Dr. Karl Steinichen was already a longtime contributor
to the organization. He and his family and his wife’s
family were with us from the beginning providing critical
support when few in the community knew who we
were. Karl was already supporting us, he didn’t have to
volunteer. He could have considered that we were a
men'’s program and that his specialty is helping women.
And on one level that would have been right, but
instead Karl understood that The Extension is a God
program and his real specialty is going where he is led.

No doubt God led Karl to us, and Karl has since
literally and even more importantly spiritually touched
every men and women that has come to us for help
since. Dr. Karl, as he is known to our residents, is the
embodiment of God’s grace given to us freely, without
hesitation and without limitations. Karl shares his
passion for mercy, his quest for the wholeness of others,
and his abiding belief in a loving and deliberate God
with those of us at The Extension, and we are all made
better because of it. It is with our deepest admiration
and gratitude that we named our annual award for
exemplary volunteer achievement, the Dr. Karl
Steinichen Volunteer Service Award.

The first recipient of this award is Rhea Pridgen.
Rhea comes to us from First United Methodist Church
in Marietta. She works primarily at The Extension’s
Barbara J. Crafton Center assisting with myriad tasks,
including orientation of new volunteers, helping resi-

DR. PHIL GINGREY
The Dr. Judith A. Hoyt Award for
Community Leadership

RHEA PRIDGEN
The Dr. Karl Steinichen Award for
Volunteer Service

advocates for our organization and
those we serve. Rhea’s devotion is
extraordinary and is in keeping
with a long tradition of individuals
who have touched many lives
through The Extension.

Once in a rare while a person

comes into our life, in our case into
the life of our organization, a person that brings with
them something unique, something that restores and
sustains us, something that provides clarity and hope,
something that defines new possibilities and that
demands the most from our imagination. For our
organization that person is Dr. Judith A. Hoyt.

Judy gave us the confidence we needed to develop
our women'’s recovery program, when quite frankly,
the challenges seemed overwhelming. Judy’s dedication
to our organization and her faith and her insistence that
God’s will, to the extent we can understand it, must
prevail was the source of the strength needed to reach
our goal. It was the kind of leadership that compelled
us to do what a mere observer would say was impossi-
ble. It was the kind of leadership that acknowledges
God as source and God as destination. It was the kind
of leadership that follows the path God desires for us.
It is the kind of leadership Judy has always provided
us and our community, and it is for that reason that
we named this award the Dr. Judith A. Hoyt Award
for Community Leadership.

This year’s recipient is the Honorable Dr. Phil Gingrey,
U. S. Representative from Georgia’s 11th District. Phil
Gingrey and his wife Billie were Honorary Chairs of
our capital campaign for the Crafton Center and were
instrumental in helping increase awareness of our
organization and the plight of homeless, addicted
women in Cobb. We are grateful for Phil’s friendship
and for his leadership within our organization and
throughout the community.

The work of the people honored by these awards is
extraordinary by every measure except one: we are
blessed to have many people volunteer or contribute
financially who together turn the hope of a new life
into a reality for those we serve. Thank you all for
helping make this God thing happen.
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COMING SOON: THE EXTENSION CELEBRATES
IT'S 25TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY IN 2012!
REAL SOLUTIONS TO REAL PROBLEMS
E = Bathroom Tissue = Copier Paper = Men’s Work Clothes = Sweatshirts
(e = Blankets & Pillows = Deodorant = Napkins = Toothbrushes
LL] = Bleach = Dishwashing Liquid = Office Supplies = Toothpaste
Ll = Brooms = First-Aid Supplies = Paper Towels = Towels
= Ceramic Coffee Cups = Jackets & Coats = Peanut Butter & Jelly = Twin Sheets
Z = Cleaning Supplies = Landscaping Tools = Pillow Covers = Washcloths
LLl = Coffee = Laundry Detergent = Shampoo = Working Copier
= Comet, Ajax, etc. = Lawn Mower = Shaving Razors = Working Dryer (Gas)
; = Commercial Mops = Light Bulbs m Sugar & Creamer = Working Washer
| want to help!
NAME
Enclosed is my gift of $
| pledge $ Oper month O quarter (O year ADDRESS
O | would like to be sent a reminder of my pledge. o peers "

O 1 would like someone from The Extension to contact me.

O | made an online donation at www.theextension.org PHONE

Please mail to: The Extension, P.O. Box 793, Marietta, GA 30061 EMAIL

DONATE TODAY

Thanks to The Other Printer for printing this newsletter. Designed by WonderDesigns 404.387.3806



Please post at your church or place of business. Thanks!

NEEDS LIS |
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Copier paper
Comet, Ajax, etc.
Coffee & cups
Commercial mops
Cleaning supplies
Laundry detergent
Peanut butter & jelly
Bathroom tissue
Twin sheets
Shampoo

Towels & washcloths
Shower shoes

Bars of soap
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste

Bleach

Instant oatmeal
Instant grits

Canned soup

Tea bags

Feminine hygiene products

Flash drives

Unopened first aid supplies
Working washers and dryers
Pillows

Sanitary pillow covers
Light bulbs

Gift cards

Shaving razors
Blankets

Sweatshirts
Deodorant
Dishwashing liquid
Paper towels

Brooms

Jackets & coats
Sugar

Notebooks & journals
Pens

Poster Board

Colored Pencils/pens
Glue & scissors
Umbrellas

Bicycles with helmets

Of course, your financial support is also appreciated.
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ADDICTION RECOVERY SERVICES

1507 Church Street Extension
P.O. Box 793, Marietta, 30061
770-590-9075
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